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BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. PATRICK'S PURGA- 
TORY, LOUGH DEARG, CO. DONEGAL. 
The name of St. Patrick's Purgatory is, no doubt, 
familiar to our readers, as that of a place resorted to by 
hundreds of Irishmen, in the hope of obtaining a special 
cleansing from sin, through penitential exercises per- 
formed there, in conjunction with the merits and media- 
tion of the Apostle of Ireland. In cases of compunction 
for sins of unusual magnitude, a penance of unusual 
efficacy is conceived.to be found in a pilgrimage to the 
Island. The benediction of the great patron saint of 
the country is reckoned to have imparted to that spot 
a character of peculiar sanctity ; and to have suffused 
its atmosphere with a kind of holy influence, which 
mixes, like sweet incense, with the petitions there pre- 
sented to the Almighty, and causes the supplication of 
the sinful and unworthy who there confess their guilt 
and cry for mercy, to come with acceptance before the 
throne of the Majesty on high. 

The history of this remarkable place is, however, but 
little known to people generally ; and we shall there- 
fore, we trust, be doing a useful work, and rendering a 
service to the cause of truth, by putting our readers 
in possession of some facts, attested by Roman Catholic 
authorities of the highest character, which will enable 
them to form a better judgment as to how far the pur- 
gatory of Lough Dearg is entitled to any claims on our 
veneration from any real connection between it and the 
labours of St. Patrick ; or as to whether it be a well- 
founded hope, or a spirit of delusion, that leads the 
poor sin-stricken pilgrim to look thither for consolation 
and relief, to be received in virtue of peculiar privileges 
bestowed on that island by the prayers and benediction 
of our Apostle. 

The account which Dr. Lanigan gives of the place in 
his learned Ecclesiastical History of Ireland, (vol. i. 
p. 368) is that which follows-.— 

" It will not be expected that I should waste my time 
with giving an account of the so-called Patricks's Pur- 
gatory of Lough Derg (Donegal), or examining if 
there could have been any foundation for attributing it 
to our Apostle. It is never mentioned in any of his 
Lives ; nor was it, I believe, heard of until the eleventh 
century, the period at which the Canons Regular of 
St. Augustine first appeared. For it was to persons of 
that order, as the story goes, that St. Patrick 
confided the care of that cavern of wonders. Now, 
there were no such persons in the island in which 
it is situated, nor in that of St. Davoc in the same lake, 
until, I dare say, about the beginning of the twelfth 
century. This Purgatory, or purging place, of Lough 

Derg, was set up against another Patrick's purgatory 

viz., that of Croagh Patrick — mentioned by Jocelyn, 
which, however ill-founded the vulgar opinion concern- 
ing it, was less objectionable. Some writers have said 
that it got the name of Patrick's Purgatory from an 
Abbot Patrick that lived in the ninth century; but 
neither were there Canons Regular of St. Augustine 
at that time, nor were such abridged modes of atoning 
to the Almighty for the sins of a whole life then thought 



of. It was demolished in the year 1497, by order of the 
Pope, although it has since been in some manner re- 
stored." 

The original Patrick's Purgatory, then, was at Croagh 
Patrick, in Mayo, near Westport, speaking of the pil- 
grimages made to which, the monk Joceline (in his life 
of St. Patrick, written a.d. 1180, cap. 172,) says that 
" Some of those who spent a night there stated that they 
had been subjected to most fearful torments, which had 
the effect, as they supposed, of purging them from their 
sins, for which reason also certain of them gave to that 
place the name of St. Patrick's Purgatory." 

The account given in the Annals of Ulster (which Dr. 
Lanigan must have seen, though he does not quote it as 
his authority) of the destruction of the Lough Dearg 
Purgatory in the fifteenth century, with the reason as- 
signed for the act, is curious enough in its way, and 
reads thus, as given by the learned Dr. O'Donovan, in 
his notes to the Annals of the Four Masters, at A.if. 
1497 — 

" A.D. 1497, The Cave of Patrick's Purga- 
tory, in Lough Gerg [t. <?., L. Derg], was destroyed 
about the festival of St. Patrick this year by the Guar- 
dian of Donegal, and by the representatives [properly, 
representative] of the Bishop in the Deanery of Lough 
Erne [1. e., Cathal Maguire], by authority of the Pope, 
the people in general having understood, from the His- 
tory of the Knight, and other old books, that this was 
not the Purgatory which StPatrick obtained from God, 
though the people in general were visiting it." 

We know of one old book, from which the people in 
general might have gotten that information, and which 
would have informed them, not only as the History of the 
Knight, what was not, but also what was, the true Purga- 
tory which St. Patrick obtained from God. Perhaps 
some of our readers, too, can tell what that old book is. 
But what the History of the Knight was, we must con- 
fess we know not, and can only guess that it may have 
been Joceline's Life of St. Patrick, above cited, which 
might be so called, as having been written, as we know 
that it was, by Joceline, at the request of the famous 
knight, Sir John de Courcy. 

It seems very probable that the destruction of the 
cave above described, by Papal authority, was brought 
about by the influence of that very distinguished indi- 
vidual, Cathal Maguire, who is said, in the passage just 
quoted, to have been one of the agents employed in the 
execution of the work ; for he was a man of great emi- 
nence and learning, and " collected together many his- 
torical books," from which he compiled that valuable 
record, the Annals of Ulster, or rather the portion of 
those Annals preceding a.d. 1498, the year of his own 
death. He was also a Canon of Armagh and of Clogher, 
and Rural Dean of Lough Erne, as well as " represen- 
tative of the Bishop," or perhaps his Vicar-General, for 
fifteen years previously to his decease. His assistant in 
the destruction of the Cave was the Guardian, or head 
of the Franciscan Friary, of Donegal. 

Thus, one might have supposed, there was an end to 
the concern :_" The people in general," exercising a 
wise judgment on the contents of what appeared to 
them trustworthy historical records, were convinced 
that it was a humbug ; that the Purgatory to which 
Patrick had been directed by wisdom from on High 
was an altogether different one ; and that the wrecking 
of this place, which they had been visiting under so false 
an impression, could be no act of profanity, nor oc- 
casion them any detriment. The Pope approved of the 
idea. And by two distinguished Irish ecclesiastical dig- 
nitaries the work of demolition was brought to a happy 
and successful termination. 

But, however, the delusion revived "The people 

in general" forgot what they had learned out ot their 
old books ; and in spite of Papal dooming and all, the 
idea of the sanctity of the station, as a proper place for 
salutary pilgrimages, has again taken hold of the po- 
pular mind ; and so the place, as Dr. Lanigan says, 
" has been in some measure restored." Of what vital 
consequence to the spiritual welfare and edification of 
Irish Christians the maintaining of the delusion was 
considered by some in high quarters, at the beginning 
of the seventeenth century, may be judged from a cir- 
cumstance which we shall now mention. 



By authority of the Lords Justices, who governed Ire- 
land previously to the appointment of Wentworth as 
Lord Lieutenant in 1633, it appears that the Lough 
Dearg Purgatory was once more supprassed ; a pro- 
ceeding facilitated by the recent plantation of Ulster, 
including the parts about the lake, with Scotch and Eng- 
lish colonists. But the sort of piety then fostered 
among the members of the Roman communion in Ire- 
land could ill afford to resign without a struggle what 
was to them a source of so much consolation, so 
venerated a means of edification. And high influence 
was therefore to be called into action, to procure the re- 
versal of the gloomy sentence which had fastened on 
" the so-called Patrick's Purgatory," 

Under the protection of the Roman Catholic Queen of 
Charles I. of England, ecclesiastics of her communion 
were able to effect much at court. She herself main- 
tained an agent at Rome, on a salary of £500 per annum. 
"And, "adds the Rev. Mr. Gerrard, after communicating 
this fact to the Lord Deputy of Ireland, in a letter dated 
April 5, 1536 — "We have had one here [i.e., at the Eng- 
lish Court] above this twelvemonth, appointed by the 
Pope, a Roman born, and a priest ; but what these men 
shall negotiate either there or here I know not." — 
Strafford's Letters, vol. ii., p. 2. Dublin, 1740. 

One business, at all events, which " these men" set 
themselves to negotiate, was the revival of " St. 
Patrick's Purgatory," to effect which the Queen was 
gotten to address to the Lord Deputy of Ireland the fol- 
lowing letter * : — 

"Mr Lord Wentwobth— I have before now ad- 
dressed to you letters of recommendation, in regard to 
which I have observed on your part such a readiness to 
oblige me, that I am led to write to you myself, to con- 
vey to you my acknowledgments of your courtesy ; and 
also to make a request of you, connected with a matter, 
in which you may further oblige me more than in any- 
thing besides ; which is, that you will be pleased to 
allow, that the devotions which the people of that coun- 
try have ever been wont to pay to a St. Patrick's place 
there, may not be abolished. They will make use of the 
permission so modestly that you shall have no reason 
to repent of having granted it; and you will do me a 
great pleasure. I have given the Earl of Antrim a 
commission to urge the matter with you ; for which 
reason I shall add no more, than my assurance, that yoa 
shall find in me no ungrateful person, but one that will 
on all occasions give you proof of the desire she en- 
tertains to oblige you ; and who will ever be 

" Your very good friend, 
" Henrietta Maria R." 

The reply which the Lord Deputy gave to the above 
communication from her Majesty, was thu which fol- 
lows : — 

" May it Please Yorm Most Excellent 
Majesty — The gracious lines I received from your 
Majesty's own hands, concerning St. Patrick's Pur- 
gatory I shall convey over to my posterity, as one of 
the greatest honours of my past life. 

" For the thing itself it was by act of state decryed 
under the government of the late Lords Justices, before 
my coming into this kingdom ; and since I read your 
Majesty's letter, I can, in troth, say, I am glad none 
of my counsel was in the matter. 

"Yet, being now absolutely taken away, there will 
be a greater difficulty to restore it than would be barely 
to continue and tolerate such a devotion, prohibited 
by a smaller power, or discontinued for a shorter 



* The original, in French, reads thus :— ** Monsieur Wentworth, Je 
vous ay escrit cy devant pour des recommendations ; ou je vous ay 
recognu sy prompt a m'obliger, que cela ma fait rous escrire moy 
meme, pour vous en remercier; et aussi pour prier d'une chose, en 
quoy vous pouves continuer a m'obllger plus qu'en aucun chose, qui 
est, que tous voulies soufrier q'une Devotion que le Peuple de ce Pais 
a tojours eu a une place a Saint Patrick, ne soit point abolie. lis en 
useronc sy modestement, que vous n'aures point de ralson de vous en 
repentier ; et vous me feres un grand plaisir. Je donne charge 
a Monsieur Antrim de soliciter I'a&aire aupres de vous, e'est pourquoy 
je finiray, en vous assurant, que vous ne trouveres point en moy nne 
personne ingrate, mals une qui vous fera paroistre en tomes occasions 
le desir qu'elle a de vous obllger, et qui sera toujours, 
w Votre blen bonne Amie, 

"HnaiKTT* Maxib R.'* 
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time than this hath been.* Besides, the place is in 
the midst of the great Scctish plantation ; and I fear, 
at this time, where some men's zeal hath run them 
already, not only beyond their wits, but almost forth 
of their allegiance too, it might furnish them with 
something to say in prejudice and scandal to his Ma- 
jesty's government, which, for the present indeed, is 
by all means to be avoided. 

" Yet, considering we often observe, that maybe 
had in due season with ease which, mistimed, may 
prove unsafe, and very difficult to obtain, my most 
humble opinion is, your Majesty might do passing 
wisely to let this devotion rest awhile, till there may 
be a fitter opportunity apprehended, by which to effect 
your Majesty's satisfaction therein; which gracious 
temper and forbearance shall also (in my judgment) 
dispose and bow all nearer your Majesty's desire, than 
any other way that can for the present be taken. 

" And I beseech your Majesty to honour me with 
this belief, that my duties, in fulfilling your commands, 
«re so broad awake, that in all or any, where I may 
have the happiness or ability to serve to your Majesty's 
contentment, I shall not need the solicitation of my 
Lord ot Antrim, or any other whatsoever, to incite me 
thereunto, there being nothing abroad which can put 
me so fast and diligently on, as my own great cheerful- 
ness at home, which, unminded by any, shall, through 
sflyourgracious appointments, express me with all faith 
and attention. 

" Your Majesty's 
"Most obedient and most humble servant, 
" Wentworth. 
" Dublin Castle, \0tk October." 

(See Strafford's Letters, vol. 2, pp. 221, 222.) 
The purgatory, then, had been lor some years 
"absolutely taken away," by authority of the Irish 
government ; and the Lord Deputy, though so anxious 
to oblige the Queen, was apprehensive that any attempt 
to revive the devotion there, with the sanction of the 
executive, would be attended with danger, from the 
feelings entertained on the matter by the inhabitants of 
the surrounding country; and yet, after this second 
suppression, the devotion has a second time been " in 
some manner restored," and multitudes throng to the 
place on the faith of a false tradition, so long 6ince ex- 
posed and exploded by their own best authorities, in the 
hope of receiving healing virtues, and balm for their 
■spiritual wounds, from its imaginary privileges. Three 
hundred and fifty years ago the Pope, the representative 
of the Bishop of Clogher, and the head of the Francis- 
cans in Donegal, combined their efforts to put down the 
scandalous fabrication. But yet it remains to this day 
M object of cherished religious veneration, an object of 
confidence and faith, on which many a poor soul casts 
itself to find consolation and repose ; and those multi- 
tudes of pilgrims, year after year, assemble there, no 
influence which they look to for guidance forbidding 
them, to do homage to the vain delusion. 

And is there in this no danger to their poor, mis- 
guided souls? Or if there be, how is it that those 

violent efforts which we see so often applied and so 

often, too, applied successfully— to prohibit the reading 
•of the Scriptures of Truth, are never directed to the 
overthrow of what must now be acknowledged to be so 
manifest an imposture ? Why do none of those high 
authorities which are so earnest and zealous in the for- 
mer cause, never, even for decency's sake, direct their 
energies to enforce truth and circulate light in the 
quarter where it is so much wanted ? When such pains 
are taken to watch Scriptural schools, and congregations 
of converts, in order to warn off from attending them 
any who may yet be in any measure under the influence 
■of Rome, why is not a teach?r appointed to reside on 
the way to the lake and island, whose duty it should be 
to tell all pilgrims going that way that they were trust- 
ing to an imposture, condemned by a Pope of their own. 
and having no other connection with St. Patrick than 
what was invented by the cunning of designing and 
covetous men, and received by the simple and cre- 
dulous, in spite of the testimony to the contrarv of the 
learned and respectable ? And how excellent a work 
would it be, in connection with such negative teaching, 
to tell the poor people what was the real purgatory that 
God appointed for St. Patrick and for all mankind ; 
to tell them that the Word which cannot lie. assures us 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin; 
■and that by it those that were afar off, in every place, 
without pilgrimage or visiting of sacred shrines, are 
brought nighunto our Heavenly Father, and havesecured 
to them acceptance, remission of sins, and unfailing 
peace. 



AURICULAS CONFESSION. 
There is, perhaps, no point in controversy between 
the Churches of Rome and England, in which the laity 
have a deeper or. as it were, a more personal interest 
than that of the alleged necessity of the practice of 
confession, as at present enjoined by the Church of 
Rome. We propose to consider it with the same calm 



» i. e ., than 5 years or so at least, Vlsconnt Wentworth havinc come 
over as Lord Deputy of Ireland, In A.D., 1533, before which time the 

purgatory had been suppressed. 



attention, and sincere anxiety to arrive at truth, which 
we hope has characterized our investigations upon the 
other points which from time to time have been treated 
of in our pages, and we invite the assistance of our 
able and learned correspondents in the discussion, con- 
vinced that whichever side truth lies on, cannot fail to 
reap the benefit of an earnest and searching examina- 
tion, conducted in a candid and temperate spirit. 

The Council of Trent, in its 14th Session, 1551, 
chap, v., as incidental to the (disputed) Sacrament of 
Penance, asserts that " the universal Church has always 
understood that the entire confession of sins was also 
instituted by the Lord, and is of Divine right necessary 
to all who have fallen after baptism;" and by its 6th 
canon decrees, that "if any one shall deny, either that 
sacramental confession was instituted, or is necessary 
unto salvation, of Divine right, or shall say that the 
manner of confessing secretly to a priest alone, which 
the Catholic Church hath ever observed from the 
beginning, and doth observe, is alien from the insti- 
tutions and command of Christ, and is a human in- 
vention, let him be Anathema."* 

Canon vii " If any one shall say, that in the Sacra- 
ment of Penance it is not, of Divine right, necessary 
unto the remission of sins, to confess all and indivi- 
dually the deadly sins, the memory of which, after due 
and diKgent previous meditation, is held, even those 
which are secret, and those which are opposed to the 
last two commandments of the Decalogue, as also the 
circumstances which change the species of a sin ; but 
that such confession is only useful to instruct and 
console the penitent, and that it was of old only ob- 
served in order to impose a canonical satisfaction ; 
or shall say, that they who strive to confess all their 
sins, wish to leave nothing to the Divine mercy to 
pardon ; and, -finally, that it is not lawful to confess 
venialsins, let him be Anathema."! 

Canon viii — If any one shall say, that the confes- 
sion of allsins, such as the Church observes, is impossible, 
and is a human tradition, to be abolished by the 
pious ; or that all and each of the faithful of Christ, of 
either sex, are not obliged thereunto once a year, ac- 
cording to the constitution of the great Council of La- 
teran, and that, on this account, the faithful of Christ 
must not be persuaded to confess during Lent, let him 
be Anathema. "{ 

We propose, in the first instance, to investigate the 
truth and accuracy of the assertion, that the universal 
church has always understood that sacramental, or secret 
confession to a priest, was instituted by our Blessed Lord, 
and is, therefore, of Divine right, necessary to salvation; 
and next whether it be true that the Catholic Church hath 
observed from the beginning the practice of confessing 
secretly to a priest alone. The importance of these in- 
quiries we think cannot be estimated too highly, as, if they 
be once answered, on satisfactory evidence, in the affir- 
mative, no one who believes in Christianity can refuse 
obedience to it as duty ; and we shall begin by admitting 
in our judgment, the affirmative, if true, may be estab- 
lished, either by the express words of Holy Scripture, or 
by legitimate inference from what is written, interpreted 
by such an uniform understanding of the universal 
Church as is referred to in the foregoing passages. 

The " quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus," 
what has been held "always, and everywhere, by all 
Christians," we at least ever shall deem worthy of the 
deepest respect, and presume to be true, till the contrary 
is demonstratively established. 

The first question, then, is — Can there be found in the 
Holy Scriptures any clear or express institution of con- 
fession to a priest, by our blessed Lord or any of his 
Apostles ? The second is, Is it capable of proof that 
the universal Church hath always considered as divinely 
instituted, and as bucIi always observed, from the 
times of our Lord and his Apostles, the practice of con- 
fessing secretly to a priest alone ? 

I. As to the first question, we may observe, that the 
proof of the affirmative does properly lie with those who 
assert that 6uch a passage is to be found in the Scrip- 
tures. The Council of Trent relies alone upon the 20th 
chapter of John, 22nd verse.whichwe shall presently con- 
sider ; but it may, perhaps, be satisfactory to our Roman 
Catholic readers first to know what eminent Roman 
Catholic writers have said upon the subject, which may 

* Cone. Trid. Sess. xiv. Can. vi._" Si quia negaverit, confessionem 
sacrumentiilem vel institutam vel ad salutem necessarian], esse jure divi- 
no; aut dixerit modum secrete confitendi soli sacerdoti, quem Ecclesia 
Catholicaab initio semper observavit et observat, alienum esse ab 
instifntione et mandato Christi, et inventum esse humanum, Ana- 
thema sit." 

+ Can. vii.— *' Si quis dixerit, hi Sacramento Prcnitentite ad remis- 
sionem peccatorum nicessaiium nun esse jnre tiivino, conflteri omnia 
ot singula peccata mortalia, quorum memoria cum debita et diiigemi 
prwmeditatione habeatur, etlam occulta et qua? sunt contra duo 
ultima Beealogi pnecepta, et cirenmstantias quje peccati speeiem 
mutant, sed earn confeasionem tantum esse utilem ad erudiendum et 
consolandum pcenitentem et olim observatam fnisse tantnm ad satis- 
factionem canonicim imponendam ; aut dixerit. eos qui omnia peccata 
contiteri student, nihil relinqnere velle dtvins misericordiie ignoscen- 
dum, aut demum nou ticere conHterl peccata vanalia. Anathema 
ait." 

J Can. viii. — " Si quia dixerit, confeasionem omnium peccatorum 
qualera Ecclesia aervat, esse invpossibilem, et tradition™ bumanam! 
a piis obolendam ; aut ad earn non teneri omnes et singulos utriusque 
•exus Christi fldeles, juxta magni ConcUii Lateranensis constita- 
tiouem semel in anno, et ob id suadendum esse Cbriati ndelibus, ut 
non confiteantur tern; ore Quadragesima;, Anathema sit" 



assist them in considering both questions with greater 
freedom, than if we were to rely exclusively onour own 
reasonings, or merely Protestant authorities on the 
matter. 

Maldonatus,* the Spanish Jesuit, a very learned writer 
and celebrated divineof the 16th century, who diedin 1583, 
reckons up seven different opinions about confession, 
among the writers of the (Roman) Catholic Church — 1. 
Of those who denied it to be of divine right, but held it to 
be useful in the Church, as Rhenanus and Erasmus. 
2. Of those who make it to be only of ecclesiastical in- 
stitution, and this, he says, is the opinion of all the can- 
onists. 3. Of those who thought it came in by apos- 
tolical tradition, of which he reckons Theodore, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. 4. Of some divines who hold it 
to be instituted only by St. James. 5. Of others who 
hold it to be of Divine right, and not instituted by the 
Apostles, but insinuated by Christ, and for this he quotes 
Alexander Hales and Bonaventure. 6. Of some who 
thought it instituted in the Old Testament. 1. Of those 
who hold it instituted by Christ, but not as a precept, 
but by way of counsel or advice only, and for this he 
mentions Scotus and his followers. 

Natalis Alexander, a Roman Catholic theologian of high 
character (De Sacr. Confess., p. 229), admits that, from 
the ninth to the thirteenth century, many Catholics did 
hold that confession to God alone was sufficient to obtain 
remission of sins. 

Peter Lombard,f generally called the Master of the 
Sentences, Bishop of Paris in the twelfth century, 
tells us that learned men were of different opinions, be- 
cause the doctors of the Church seemed to deliver not 
only divers things, but contrary things^(t.e., they had 
no certain or constant tradition about them) — St Am- 
brose, St. Chrysostom, and Prosper being in favour of 
confession to God only, while St. Augustine and Leo the 
First seemed against it; and Gratian, in his Decretum, 
(which was presented toPopeEugeniusIII., who is said 
to have testified Ms approbation by conferring on him, 
the Bishopric of Chiusi),^ de. Pceniten. Dist. i, states 
the authorities both ways, as to whether confession to a 
priest be necessary, or whether confession to God alone 
be sufficient, and, after summing up all the arguments 
and authorities, both from the Scriptures and the 
Fathers, concludes all by leaving the matter to the 
reader's judgment; for both opinions, he saith, had 
wise and pious defenders, § adding — in chap. 90, from the 
Penitential of Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury, a.d. 
690, that " some say that we ought to confess only to 
God, others that we onghttodorttothe priest too.foreach 
is not without great fruit in the Church ; so that, let us 
confess our sins to God, who is the forgiver of sins, say- 
ing, with David, ' I have made known my transgression 
to thee, and mine iniquities have I not hid. I said, I 
will confess my sins unto the Lord, and so thou forgavest 
the wickedness of my sin' (32nd Psalm) —yet, neverthe- 
less, the institution of the Apostle should be followed by 
us, that we should confess our sins one to another, and pray 
for one another, that we may be saved. Therefore, con- 
fession which is to God alone purges away sins, but that 
which is made to the priest teaches how they are purged; 
for God, who is the author and giver of health and salva- 
tion, sometimes gives (this medicine of penitence!) by an 
invisible administration of his power, and sometimes by 
the operation of physicians." 

The Council of Cavaillon, in the days of Charles the 
Great (Charlemagne), a.d. 813, held nearly the same 
words, stating that some confessed their sins to the 
priests, but not fully, acknowledging that it still re- 
mained a question whether men should confess to God 
only, or to the priests also ; we give their words in 
the note-K It is abundantly clear, we think, from the 
foregoing authorities, that the doctrine of the divine insti- 

* De Sacr. Poenit. De Confess., c. 2. Tom. ii, p. 35. Lugd. 16It 
t Pel. Lomb., Sent. Lib iv., dist. xrii., pp, 102, 107, Lugd. 1618. 
" Primo enim quseritur utrum absque satisfactione et oris confessione, 
per solam cordis contritionem, peccatum alicui dimittatur. Secundo, 
an alicui sufflciat conflteri Deo sine sacetdote. Tertio, an laico fldell 
facia valeat confessio. In bis enim etiam docti diversa sentire inveni- 
untur; quia super bis varia ac pene adversa tradidisse videntur 
Doctores." 

X Panelrolus de Claris Legum Interpretibus, p. 317. Ed. Hoffmani, 
Lipsi, 1721. 

5 " Quibus auctoritatibus vel qulbus rationum flrmamentis utraque 
sentenlia satisfaction!*, et confessionis innitatur, in medium breviter 
exposuimus. Cui autem harum potius adhcerendum sit, lectoris ju- 
dicio reservatur. Utraque enim fautores habet sapientes, et religiosos 
riros."- Decret. 2para. Cansa xxxiii., quees. iii., cap. 89. Note. 

I! These words seem to bave been interpolated, for it will be observed 
that no such words as " medicine of penance, or penitence," occur in 
the Latin decree of the Council of Caraiilon, which is evidently taken 
from the above, see infra. 

*F Sed et hoc emendatfone egere perspextmus ; quod quidam, dum 
confltentur peccata sua sacerdotibus, non plene id faciunt. Concil 
Cabilon II. cap. 32. Sacr. Concil., Tom. 17, Lut. Paris, p. 1278. 
Quidam solummodo Deo conflteri debere dicunt peccata, quidam 
vero sacerdotibus confitenda esse percensent: quod utrumque non sina 
magno frncta intra sanctam fit Ecclesiam ; ita dimtaxat, ut et Deo, qui 
remissor est peccatorum, conftteamur peccata nostra, et cum David 
dicamus. Delictum meum cognitum tibi feci, et injustitiam meam 
non abscondi. Dixi, confltebor adversum me injustitias meas 
Domino, et tu remisisti impietatem peccati mei, et secundum in- 
stitutionem apostoli, confiteamur alterutrum peccata nostra, et 
oremus pro invicem ut saivemur. Confessio itaque, qua: Deo fit, 
purgat peccata : ea vero, quae sacerdoti fit, docet qualiter ipsa 
ourgentur peccata. Dens namque, salutis et sanitatis auctor efc 
largitor, plerumque hanc pnebet suse potential invisibili administra- 
tione, plerumque medicorum operations.— Concil Cabilon II. cap. 31. 
p. 1279. 



